
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 
December 2nd, 2024, 7:00pm 

Old Schoolhouse Common & Zoom 
 
Members in attendance: Nick Seifert, Anne Miller, Mike Xenakis 
Public:  
 

● Public Comment 
○ None present. 

● Announcements 
○ Bob mentioned that the times argus had a Saturday morning article about MERP, 

different town awards, etc. Bob was interviewed for the piece. 
○ Bob is working for a group working to reduce use of biomass for power 

generation. He discussed a project being developed that uses pyrolysis to 
produce biochar, and make energy from burning the methane. Vermont BioGas 
is the company. Bob hoping the PUC can drive this to meet emission standards.  

○ Bob mentioned that group net metering is changing to that energy users need to 
have adjacent land.  

● Agenda Modifications 
○ None noted 

● Approval of Previous Minutes 
○  

● Business 
○ Plainfield Updates 

■ Bob gave an update on MERP funding awarded to Plainfield. Monies 
have to be spent by end of 2026. 10% contingency included, Bob 
considering how to get the work handled for the grant. Sam Lash helping 
out quite a bit.  

■ Some heating upgrades to deal with older boilers and air blower/heaters. 
Some solar approved for roofs, some EV charging units also approved.  

○ Resident Survey 
○ MERP / OSC 

■ Bond and municipal loan opportunities now, and coming in the spring, 
Marshfield was not awarded any MERP funds.  

■ Nick mentioned that for the OSC appliances work, the proposed path is to 
recommend a residential appliance, one each of an induction and 
conventional electric range, and possibly a range hood. Next step is to 
talk to Susan, then to Selectboard. Nick planning to talk to the 
selectboard on the 17th.  

○ Funding opportunities 
■ Bob mentioned a $750/port incentive for EV charging. At least for GMP. 

In addition to this you can apply to efficiency VT who will help for covering 
the cost of the electrician and other site work.  



● Bob thought the current cost for a Level 2 would be around $700 
for the charger, and then whatever site work is needed.  

○ Village water / report from 20 year audit 
■ Should have an update next time.  

○ Recruitment 
■ Outreach topic - Who will do it, what is the topic 

○ Possible Future areas of work 
■ More solar for Marshfield 
■ Enhanced Energy Plan 
■ EV funding opportunities 
■ Recruitment 

● Starting some FPF outreach / energy posting.  
■ Upper Winooski Community Solar 

● Bob mentioned that community solar is approaching dead, unless 
you get your CPG before the new year. Some legislative action 
possible to correct this next year, but nothing guaranteed yet.  

■ Areas of education / interaction 
● Tentative January 2025 agenda: 

○ Public Comment 
○ Announcements 
○ Agenda Modifications 
○ Approval of Previous Minutes 
○ Business 

■ Plainfield Updates 
■ Resident Survey 
■ MERP / OSC 
■ Funding opportunities 
■ Village water / report from 20 year audit 
■ Recruitment 

● Outreach topic - Who will do it, what is the topic 
■ Future areas of work 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3332233374?pwd=M0NJamtVRERVK2Z5TFdWRlJ5a1RUZz09&om
n=85431477209  
OR: https://zoom.us/join // Meeting ID: 333 223 3374 // Passcode: 124891 
OR: Call 1-301-715-8592 // Meeting ID: 333 223 3374 // Passcode: 124891 
 


