
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 
March 10th, 2025 - 7:00pm 

Old Schoolhouse Common & Zoom 

Members in attendance: Nick Seifert, Anne Miller, Wes Cate, Mike Xenakis 
Public:  

● Public Comment 
● Announcements 

○ Friday is Pi Day - The Jaquith is going to sell pie and slices of pie, from 3:14pm until 6pm.  
○ Pie breakfast in Woodbury, per Wes. 
○ Pizza at the village store some monies gets kicked to the Jaquith. Also, if you buy pizza at P-Pie in 

Marshfield, some amount gets kicked to the Jaquith as well. 
○ March 15th - a speaker on tree guilds. 
○ March 22nd - an event at Nico Rubin’s  
○ March 18th - selectboard meeting about a block grant - more on this below.  

● Agenda Modifications 
○ Discussion about committee activities / structure / stuff we do 

● Approval of Previous Minutes 
○ February minutes approved 

● Business 
○ Town meeting items 

■ Good attendance during the main part of the meeting. Some discussion about the merits and 
qualifications and differences between several of the candidates for school board and budget 
committee.  

○ Plainfield Updates 
○ OSC Stuff 

■ Mike mentioned an update related to the OSC. There is a meeting on the 18th regarding this. The 
block grant is related to a few things, studying the river’s movement, water into the building, 
related to this. Possibly another component to this.  

○ Funding opportunities 
■ Mike indicated he has heard the “home repair” fund is going to go away, due to changes in 

funding from the feds.  
○ Agenda mod: Discussion of what we’re doing as a committee.  

■ Nick asking how others are feeling about the committee, and what we’re doing, if people are more 
interested in other topics. 

■ Anne mentioned thinking about how the current federal administration is acting, and if there are 
future areas where we might start looking or thinking. 

■ Anne had mentioned to Nick that the Energy Committee is a way of holding space for energy 
topics and being ready and able to help when the opportunities arise.  

■ Mike mentioned that he likes the idea of holding space and being able to help influence town 
decisions related to energy.  

■ Mike also mentioned that he likes the idea of a monthly flyer, or post or something which shares 
current news and events from e.g. efficiency VT or other places, to try and help drive community 
engagement. He likes being able to offer resources, and help people figure out how to engage 
with energy-related topics and work. In general, engaging more with the community may help to 
focus the committee work.  



● One idea would be to use 10–15 minutes each committee meeting to craft this together as a 
committee. 

■ Wes would love to get EV charging stations installed at the old schoolhouse common. Wes has 
some ideas about how/where to potentially install this to ensure resiliency related to water.  

■ Nick mentioned the Cooperation Vermont’s purchase of the old Rainbow Sweets building. Mike is 
interested, if possible, in getting involved and offering opinions about energy investment and how 
to retrofit that building in. Nick will mention this to Melissa, who has tangential involvement in this. 

■ Nick still feels strongly about getting an enhanced energy plan in place. The recent cell tower is a 
good example of why having town policy in place, when you don’t necessarily need it, is wise.  
● Nick to reach out to Planning Commission and see when the next update to the town plan is.  
● Some reminiscing from a federal proposal about nuclear waste disposal in Plainfield in the 

1980s. Anne and Wes were both around at that time.  
■ Mike mentioned that energy related workshops are something that he is interested in.  
■ Anne mentioned the resilience hub has been more active lately. A collection of folks that got 

together after the flooding of the last two years are trying figure out how to be more resilient. 
Workshops about growing your own food, homesteading topics, wide ranging.  

○ Future areas of work 
■ Recruitment 
■ Village / Town efficiency 
■ Resident Survey 
■ Window Dressers 
■ More solar for Marshfield 
■ Enhanced Energy Plan 
■ EV funding opportunities 
■ Upper Winooski Community Solar 
■ Areas of education / interaction 

 
Tentative agenda for April meeting: 
● Public Comment 
● Announcements 
● Agenda Modifications 
● Approval of Previous Minutes 
● Business 

○ Plainfield Updates 
○ OSC Stuff 
○ Funding opportunities? 
○ Digest of Energy Topics - Working session 
○ Enhanced energy plan updates 
○ Future areas of work 

Join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3332233374?pwd=M0NJamtVRERVK2Z5TFdWRlJ5a1RUZz09&omn=8940
1864198  
OR: https://zoom.us/join // Meeting ID: 333 223 3374 // Passcode: 124891 
OR: Call 1-301-715-8592 // Meeting ID: 333 223 3374 // Passcode: 124891 
 


