
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 
April 7th, 2025 - 7:00pm 

Old Schoolhouse Common & Zoom 

Members in attendance: Nick Seifert, Wes Cate, Anne Miller, Mike Xenakis 
Public: 

● Public Comment 
● Announcements 

○ Open meeting Law training on April 16th 
○ Friday the 11th “Let’s talk race” at 6:30 at the library 
○ Thursday the 17th at 7pm George Springston is talking about the floods in 2024 and 2023. 
○ Mending workshop on the 19th hosted by the Resilience Hub. 
○ Don’t buy cheap NEMA 15 - fire risk per Wes. 
○ Mike is looking into / working on an add-on mass heater for wood stoves. 
○ REV legislative update on April 17th: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEYCPw39syBK0BSfVUDTZ2O4tXhG71kNDr4-
1_i9VoM5tFSQ/viewform 

● Agenda Modifications 
○ Mike has an update on refrigerants for mini-splits. There is a new type of refrigerant becoming 

used, but it has tradeoffs (somewhat flammable, different to recharge, etc.). Mike mentioned that 
the factory sealed units are likely more reliable, including window mounted heat pumps. 

● Approval of previous minutes 
○ March minutes approved. 

● Business 
○ Plainfield updates 
○ OSC updates 

■ Nick reported what was found by the discussion with the fire marshal. Nick to speak with the 
selectboard next week and report back. Next step after that will be to speak with Susan Green, 
and possibly the Fire Marshal, and the CS folks. 

■ Mike did find that the hood vent did have a constriction, and he tried to free that up, and it should 
work better. Some possible testing and further improvements to made. 

○ Funding opportunities 
■ Mike mentioned the home repair fund has been 90% depleted, they’re expecting this week to fully 

use that funding. This will not be replenished. 
■ The $9500 rebate is still in place, Mike has not heard anything about this changing. 
■ https://vtrans.vermont.gov/climate/incentives/Electrify-Your-Fleet?emci=f2431756-330b-f011-

90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=15f0eb71-380b-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&ceid=5992914 
○ Digest of Energy Topics - Working session 

■ Where to post? 
● Front porch forum, Plainfield People and Stove Talk on Facebook. 
● Nick to check with John about if the Town website has a place for this. 

■ What to post? 
● https://vtdigger.org/2025/04/01/gov-phil-scott-and-new-england-governors-explore-cutting-edge-

nuclear-technology/ 
● Some discussion about straw bale, and how this might be an interesting topic to share. 
● Mike is going to have a number of articles / tutorials / other things to do with heaters once he 

gets going on that. 



● Anne mentioned that she uses shade cloth to help keep heat out of her house during the 
summer, this could be a good tip to share. 

● Mike was suggesting to limit how much we share, to draw better engagement. 
● Wes suggested that we change the medium as well, sharing an article, a podcast, a video from 

month to month. 
○ Enhanced energy plan updates 

■ No updates at this time. 
○ Future areas of work 

■ Recruitment 
■ Village / Town efficiency 
■ Resident Survey 
■ Window Dressers 
■ More solar for Marshfield 
■ Enhanced energy plan 
■ EV funding opportunities 
■ Upper Winooski Community Solar 
■ Areas of education / interaction 

● Tentative agenda for May: 
○ Public comment 
○ Announcements 
○ Agenda modifications 
○ Approval of previous minutes 
○ Business 

■ Plainfield updates 
■ OSC updates 
■ Funding opportunities 
■ Digest of Energy Topics - Working session 
■ Enhanced energy plan updates 
■ Future areas of work: 

● Recruitment 
● Village / Town efficiency 
● Resident Survey 
● Window Dressers 
● More solar for Marshfield 
● Enhanced energy plan 
● EV funding opportunities 
● Upper Winooski Community Solar 
● Areas of education / interaction 

Join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3332233374?pwd=M0NJamtVRERVK2Z5TFdWRlJ5a1RUZz09&omn=8516
8797392 
OR: https://zoom.us/join // Meeting ID: 333 223 3374 // Passcode: 124891 
OR: Call 1-301-715-8592 // Meeting ID: 333 223 3374 // Passcode: 124891 


