
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 
July 7th, 2025 - 7:00pm 

Old Schoolhouse Common & Zoom 

Members in attendance: Nick Seifert, Anne Miller, Wes Cate, Mike Xenakis 
Public: Bob Atchinson 

● Public Comments 
○ None 

● Announcements 
○ None 

● Agenda Modifications 
○ Anne suggested adding the Fall Harvest Festival to discussion for next meeting. 
○ Mike requested adding a brief discussion of the MERP mini grant.  

● Approval of previous minutes 
○ Approved 

● Business: 
○ Plainfield updates 

■ Bob indicated they have a historic preservation review going on. Some possible 
challenges related to the cemetery and the fire house. Geothermal would be for the fire 
house and municipal building. Funding for MERP is from ARPA, so monies are already in 
state coffers. They're not going to lose those, but may have to scale back some solar.  

■ Resilience meeting on this coming Sunday. Bob can share the details if needed.  
■ The car charger in town has been funded, equipment secured, someone hoping to get it 

installed in the next week or two, along with a new donation box. They're hoping to install 
a car charger on one or two more town buildings as well. Discounted chargers / rebates 
still available for GMP customers. 

○ Marshfield's MERP mini-grant 
■ Mike reminding us that we have this mini-grant and should figure out what to do with it. 

Nick asking if we should brainstorm this now, or later, or what. Mike wasn't sure, but 
suggested we should keep this on the agenda and discuss each meeting. 

○ Digest of energy topics 
■ Nick posted about EV incentives on FPF. One person reached out asking about hybrid 

incentives, Nick shared some info on the reduced auto loan rates, but not aware of other 
incentives.  

■ Mike mentioned that advertising / boosting monies that are still available is important. Mike 
is willing to post about building rebates and things like that.  

■ Anne suggested that the MERP grant could be used for consulting, or something related to 
building energy educational topics. 

○ OSC updates 
■ OSC updates 

● Related to the electric stoves: 
● Jacob Gouge rough quoted $1000, he will formally quote. 
● Mike is going to talk to community supper folks about this a little bit. He will plan to share 

some pros / cons about induction vs resistance stoves. 



● Nick has reached out Susan about the budget for stoves, waiting to hear back. 
■ The selectboard spray foamed the library wall, and left the rotted wood in.  

● Nick asking if we should share information with the selectboard about the foam being a 
bad idea, there still being rotten wood that is now much more difficult to replace. 

● Mike suggesting that we at least discuss with them the splash back and rot issue being 
caused by that, and the need for gutters.  

● Nick to request time on next week's agenda for the Selectboard to discuss some of this 
information. 

○ Funding opportunities 
■ Renewable Energy Vermont sent a bulletin about the impacts from the Big Beautiful Bill, 

but more to come from this on specific fallouts. 
○ Fall foliage festival 

■ Anne mentioned this is coming up relatively soon, need to start talking about this soon.  
■ Nick to add this to the agenda for next time. 

● Tentative agenda for next meeting 
○ Public Comment 
○ Announcements 
○ Agenda Modifications 
○ Approval of previous minutes 
○ Business: 

■ Plainfield Updates 
■ Fall foliage festival discussion 
■ Digest of Energy Topics 
■ OSC Updates 

● Selectboard updates? 
■ Funding Opportunities 
■ Future areas of work 

● Enhanced energy plan updates 
● Window Dressers – Marshfield invite to participate 
● Recruitment 
● Village / Town efficiency updates 
● Resident Survey 
● More solar for Marshfield 
● EV funding opportunities 
● Areas of education / interaction 

Join Zoom meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3332233374?pwd=M0NJamtVRERVK2Z5TFdWRlJ5a1RUZz09&om
n=88285755661  
OR: https://zoom.us/join // Meeting ID: 333 223 3374 // Passcode: 124891 
OR: Call 1-301-715-8592 // Meeting ID: 333 223 3374 // Passcode: 124891 


