Energy Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday August 4th, 2025
Old Schoolhouse Common & Zoom

Members in attendance: Nick Seifert, Anne Miller, Mike Xenakis, Wes Cate
Public:

e Public Comment
o No members of the public.
e Announcements

o Mike mentioned that the heat pump hot water heater rebate is going away, August 15th. Mike got several
responses to his FPF post, and talked to a few friends about it as well. One question turned into a home visit.

o Mike talked about doing a blower door test at another builder’s place. The cost of the build was very inexpensive
for what Mike’s colleagues were used to. The Better Building by Design conference has a submission coming up
for their Spring 2026 conference.

o Gamelan concert on the 27th of September.

e Agenda Modifications
o Event at the Marshfield Inn
e Approval of previous minutes
o July minutes approved.
e Business:

o Plainfield Updates
m No Bob, no updates.

o Fall foliage festival discussion
m 28th of September, a Sunday.

m Last year the building materials that Mike brought drew people in. Mike thought we could/should do the IR
portraits again.

m Easy to get pamphlets and usual handouts from efficiency VT. Something to tackle next time.

m Anne suggested bringing electric appliances like mowers. Nick volunteered to bring our electric mower. Wes has
an electric string trimmer.

m Mike suggested bringing an induction cooktop to show people. He has a battery he can bring to power it.

m Anne mentioned window dressers. Nick will reach out and ask if they can table, or if we can borrow their stuff.

o Digest of Energy Topics
m Wes mentioned weatherization is a good one. Reminding people about the rebates that do exist, starting to get

that teed up.

m Mike mentioned making a DIY air filter.

m Nick will post on FPF about the Library having an air quality monitor that people can borrow. And will also add a
post about making your own home air quality filter. Nick to also link to NY times that has real-time tracking.
https://corsirosenthalfoundation.org/.

o Marshfield Inn.

m Nick asked for jokes, related to a community challenge card
e Why was there music playing backwards at Mozart’s grave? He was decomposing.

e How do you keep a moron in suspense? I'll tell you tomorrow

m Nick to send a description of the event to the group.

o Vermont Reads book
m Anne talked about the book, which is about the impacts of climate change on a family in Florida. The cutler

library is working on a program related to this book. One way to collaborate would be to have events at OSC and
at the cutler, or at Twinfield. “The Light Pirate” is the book.

m Starts in February or March, goes through the spring. Some ideas the Cutler is tackling are seed saving; about
how “systems work”, like running water and other things; extreme survival. These are offered by the VT
humanities counsel for places with accessible spaces.

m Mike suggested that the MERP mini grant might be able to be used to fund this or something related.

m Mike talking about making a DIY air filter to help deal with wildfire smoke.



m Brainstorming some ideas during next meeting would be a good idea.
o OSC Updates
m Selectboard updates
e Bobbi responded with some information about the library wall repair. The committee discussed sharing further
information about the concerns with foam (causing rotted wood). The Library door has been repaired. This is
likely a moot point at this time.
e Some consensus among the group that if larger updates were to be made at the OSC, the committee should
share further information on best practices to avoid rot, current technologies, etc.
m Nick to respond to Bobbi’'s email.
m OSC Stoves:
e Susan did provide the budget for the stove replacement.
e Nick to stop by community supper and talk to Sarah and Corrinne about this.
o Funding Opportunities
o Future areas of work
m Enhanced energy plan updates
m Window Dressers — Marshfield invite to participate
m Recruitment
m Village / Town efficiency updates
m Resident Survey
m More solar for Marshfield
m EV funding opportunities
m Areas of education / interaction
e Tentative agenda for next meeting
o Public Comment
o Announcements
o Agenda Modifications
o Approval of previous minutes
o Business:
m Plainfield Updates
m Fall foliage festival - Assign things to complete
m Brainstorm The Light Pirate collab event with Cutler.
m Digest of Energy Topics
m OSC Updates
e Selectboard updates?
m Funding Opportunities
m Future areas of work
e Enhanced energy plan updates
e Window Dressers — Marshfield invite to participate
e Recruitment
e Village / Town efficiency updates
e Resident Survey
e More solar for Marshfield
e EV funding opportunities
e Areas of education / interaction

Join Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3332233374?pwd=MONJamtVRERVK2Z5TFdWRIJ5a1RUZz09&omn=83491852644
OR: https://zoom.us/join // Meeting ID: 333 223 3374 // Passcode: 124891

OR: Call 1-301-715-8592 // Meeting ID: 333 223 3374 // Passcode: 124891




