Marshfield Conservation Commission
188t Meeting 2 October 2024
Old Schoolhouse
Minutes

Members Present: Luke Boushee, Steve Fiske, Anne Miller, Mary Perchlik, Bob Popp and Annie
Reed

Non-Members: Lloyd Potter (perspective member), Greg Western (CVTA) and Jacques Maury
(visitor)

Minutes: August minutes approved as presented

Treasurers Report:

e We may still need to pay this year’s AVCC dues. Luke will check with Bobbi and will
also inquire whether we can pay next year’s dues.
e We need to discuss use of remaining funds prior to end of year.

Cross Vermont Trail discussion with Greg Western

e Greg provided a detailed history of the trail and how the Wells River RR purchased
the property from the landowners when it was constructed. The state acquired
much of it by purchase in fee when the RR was discontinued in the late 1950s.

e Except for a portion east of Marshfield Pond in Groton SF, the state sold or gave
away all of the remaining railbed in Marshfield by the early 1960s.

e Tracing ownership records is difficult because of uncertainty of the heirs of original
owners and subsequent purchases by others, but it can ultimately be determined
with deed research.

e Some folks purchased sections of the bed directly from the state in the late 50 or
early 60s, and these folks have a clear record of ownership.

e Foreveryone else, the State filed a unique document in the town land records
saying they Quit Claimed ownership of the bed to whoever the successors were of
the owners from whom rail company bought the land originally. With that Quit
Claim the state relinquished any further interest in the bed. Tracing out that line of
succession has never been done. Instead, the common and accepted practice is to
assume the following:

o ifyou owned both sides of bed at the time of the Quit Claim, then you owned
full width of railroad property (usually 82.5 feet wide).

o ifthe railbed was the boundary of your property at the time of the Quit
Claim, then you owned to the center line, and your neighbor owned the
opposite half.



VAST is working on the trail to east of John Fowler Rd. They have reached out to CVTA
to assist. CVTA has coordinated with VAST in the past.

VAST apparently does management without any long term easement as opposed to
CVTA that requires landowner agreement. CVTA is hesitant to undertake extensive
repairs without a long term agreement with the owner, and it could also potentially
jeopardize their tax exempt status.

CVTA would like an easement on the two town owned properties: MCB and the
Lamberton (FEMA) buyout. Greg would like MCC support in approaching the SB. He
would also like to consider a spur trail to the parking area at Martin Bridge to
enhance access to the trail.

MCC supported the easements but wanted more information about the spur trails.
Greg will prepare a synopsis of his proposal for us to review prior to presenting the
request to the SB. He also requests that he be included in updating the Martin
Bridge management plan

Old Schoolhouse Common

Fruit tree grant final report is due Nov 1°t. We need to demonstrate “community
support”.

Luke requested members fill him in on volunteer efforts re. the OSC fruit trees.
Luke will coordinate with the organizers of the farmers mkt and who also apparently
provided volunteer time with the trees.

Steve has been coordinating tree maintenance with Kimberly Winchell who is
coordinator of Resilience Hub, the umbrella group for the farmer’s market and
community garden.

Martin Covered Bridge:

Steve suggests spreading wildflower seed this fall (Early November) along access to
the bridge. Bee the Change would supply the seeds to us for free.

The new ADA accessible access to the bridge has not been completed so we’d need
to work around that.

Natural Resource Inventory:

Bob sent out list of med and/or high priority sites with permission that were not
visited. He also forwarded a list of potential vernal pools, but most of these had no
permission.

Members seemed interested in evaluating the vernal pools next spring, but we’d
need to obtain permission.

No decision was made regarding the priority sites.

Bob recalled ca 7 high/med priority sites with at least some permission and 19
potential vernal pools.



Other Business:

e Steve is willing to chair our meeting next month and agreed to set and distribute an
agenda. He and Bradley will continue as co-chairs.

e Lloyd submitted his request for appointment to the SB and also offered to be
responsible for enabling remote attendance using Bradley’s non-Zoom format.

Submitted By: __ Bob Popp Submitted On: 5 Oct 2024
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