Marshfield Conservation Commission
189t Meeting on 6 November 2024
Old Schoolhouse
Minutes

Members Present: Steve Fiske, Anne Miller, Bob Popp, Lloyd Potter and Annie Reed

Minutes: October minutes approved unanimously as presented

Treasurers Report: Tabled

e Steve will submit a bill to replace taillight on trailer used for pine removal
e Steve will purchase a chain for his saw he used to cut up pines at OSC

Membership:

e Lloydis now an official member of the Commission
e Bob provided a contact list of all the members.

Facilitators:

e Annie will facilitate the next meeting
e Other members are requested to volunteer to facilitate future meetings.
e Steve agreed to continue to set the agenda

Martin Covered Bridge:

Flood Recovery: Town has apparently sent out an RFP for upgrading the path from
the parking area to the bridge

Removal of woody debris

e VTrans has contracted to remove woody debris from the banks. They have
created ruts and probably tracks thru the river. They apparently did this under
a blanket emergency flood response granted following the July flooding

e Steve hasreported it to DEC who forwarded the complaint to the
Enforcement Division.

Pollinator Plantings

e Bee the Change is willing to plant pollinator plants near the bridge. This
would need to be done this month otherwise next year.

e There is some concern regarding the presence of Wild senna (Senna
hebecarpa) in a previous planting at OSC. This is a state threatened species
which was not approved for the seed mix.

e Itwas possibly a contaminantin the mix.



e Steve will contact Bee the Change and get a mix composition.

Willow Collection and Planting

e Members agreed to support taking and planting of willow cuttings along the
banks.
e Bob will contact Friends of the Winooski to inform them of our approval.

Martin Bridge Management Plan

e Bob distributed a draft of the plan that was briefly reviewed at the meeting. The
only substantive change was a suggestion to remove some of the language from
the Interim and First Mgt Plans that are not included in the original easement

e Herequested that members send him comments by Nov 27 (day before
Thanksgiving) so he can revise the plan prior to a discussion at our next meeting
on 4 December.

e He emphasized that folks should focus especially on their areas of expertise,
such as forestry, aquatics, grassland birds, natural resources, etc.

e Following the Nov meeting, the revised plan would be sent to partner groups and
local experts including Friends of Winooski, VHCB, Cross VT Trail, Rich Phillips,
Brett Engstrom, etc. Following their input and approval by the entire committee,
it will be presented to the Select Bd.

Cross Vermont Trail discussion

e [twas agreed to request that Greg Western submit proposals for easements
and management on both the railbed and a proposed spur trail leading from
the rail bed to the bridge

e We would need these a week prior to our Jan 8" meeting.

e Bob agreed to contact Greg

Old Schoolhouse Common

Invasive Plant Removal: Ed needs to let us know of status of lag weed wrench and
whether it can be repaired

Fruit Tree/Shrubs Maintenance

e Steve and Luke met with Marshfield Hub folks,
e They have been doing maintenance on fruit tree plantings and will continue
to do so.

Pine Tree Removal

e Some commission members cut the two pine trees that were beginning to
shade the solar arrays and removed most of the material. Large material can
be used for library bonfire; smaller material was taken to stump dump



e Steve made seats on the remaining stumps

e Thereis still some brush and wood that needs to be stacked

e Steve wants to plant more fruit trees, probably pears. Would likely need to
purchase some or all of these from a nursery without jumping worms

e Annie offered some elderberries from her property

Riparian Plantings: Steve also suggested planting some trees in the floodplain close
to theriver.

Stranahan Work Day

e Four members helped out on trail and road maintenance. The latter to flag sensitive
areas prior to the road reconstruction

e The town will be reconstructing the Thompson Rd. to remediate erosion damage
from the July rains. They can use mostly FEMA funds

e Equipmentis onsite and presumably work has begun.

Natural Resource Inventory:

e Members were interested in inventorying the potential vernal pools in town. It was
decided to revisitin Jan or Feb to determine LOs and obtain their permission.

e Field work would likely begin in late March

e Bob will get VCE protocol and provide to the group

e Bob will also check with Brett re his interest/availability to visit some of the other
potential sites.

Natural Marshfield

e Anne spoke with George re a presentation on geology or star gazing
e Suggestion to request a presentation on Great Brook

Other Business:

e Verizon proposes to build 200 ft communication tower on hill across from
Wildflower Farm. We need to determine whether there are natural resource issues.
o |twilllikely need to go thru Act 250.
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