
Marshfield Conservation Commission 

190th Meeting on 3 December 2024 

Old Schoolhouse   

Minutes 

Members Present: Luke Bushee, Steve Fiske, Ed Jalbert, Anne Miller, Mary Perchlik, Bob Popp, 

Lloyd Potter and Annie Reed   

Minutes: November minutes approved unanimously as presented 

Treasurers Report:  

• Have ca $93 remaining in General Fund  
• No word on whether AVCC dues have been paid. Membership renewal is $50. Luke 

will check with Bobbi 
• Weed wrench has been fixed so no need to replace. 

Future Facilitators: Mary will facilitate January meeting 

Martin Bridge Updates Flood Recovery 

• Gravel path has been installed and looks good 
• Some hay bales left in bridge for us to use as mulch following seeding. Likely 

reseeding won’t happen until next year.  
• No word from DEC Enforcement re the tree trunk removal by VTrans contractor 
• Steve searched for mussels and found only one at upper end of the reach 
• Steve is considering submitting an article discussing the plight of the mussels  

Pollinator Plantings 

• Steve sent annotated planting list to Bee the Change  
• Steve will inquire whether they have the ability to tweak the mix. They are also 

apparently seeking ANR approval for the mix 
• Planting would occur on Rte 2 side of the bridge along the path 
• Area to plant is ca 360 x 40 feet  
• We need to coordinate any pollinator plantings with planned riparian planting by 

Friends of Winooski 

Friends of Winooski  

• Bob notified FoW of our approval for them to collect & plant willow cuttings 
• They want to meet onsite in March to determine areas to plant 
• Cuttings would likely be taken in April prior to leafout 



Discussion of Draft Mgt Plan for MCB 

• Ed will contact County Forester to see whether he will evaluate the logging potential 
of the site. Any logging would likely be for firewood and would need to skid out along 
the railroad bed which would require landowner permission. 

• Ed is willing to do another timber cruise since last one occurred in 2011 and was 
intended to cover a ten year period 

• Question of whether we need to update the forestry plan? Bob will check easement 
to see whether there is mention of needing a current forest plan 

• Question whether the Select Bd would invite and incorporate town comments. If 
not, then it was agreed that we should do that. 

• Bob agreed to have finished plan prior to Town Meeting in order to solicit public 
comment. Next step is for Bob to revise the plan to incorporate comments from 
Steve & Ed (aquatics and forestry).  The plan would then be distributed to 
stakeholders, both individual and organizations. 

• It was agreed that we would incorporate a responsiveness summary. Mary offered 
to help with this   

Discussion of CVTA easements 

• Bob will contact Greg re. draft easement language and remind him that we need this 
prior to any discussion at a meeting. 

Old Schoolhouse Common Update 

Fruit tree/shrub maintenance 

• Some members did a day of shrub maintenance w/ resilience folks 
• Luke got approval of grant final report 

Pine tree removal 

• Members including Steve, Ed, Anne and Lloyd removed two large pines  
• Wood is bucked into short lengths & piled in brushpiles. The smaller pieces will be 

offered to the library and resilience folks for bonfires.  
• There is now space to plant add’l fruit trees. Annie suggested elderberries but no 

decision was made.   

Riparian Plantings 

• Steve has been planting poplar and sumac that he digs up as time permits  

Natural Marshfield 

• Anne is pursuing some programs   



Other Business 

• Monthly invasive removal on hold. Ed will organize in new year 
• Water quality data is approved and available online on DEC website 
• Twinfield soccer field rewilding. Tracy Witherspoon and Charlie Wanzer want to 

submit a plan to schoolboard to revegetate the former soccer field which has been 
scoured twice by floods. Would like to meet onsite on Friday, 13th at 8:45 

• Bob will send out the VCE Vernal pool protocol prior to next spring 
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