
Marshfield Conservation Commission 182nd  

Meeting, 7 February 2024  

At Old Schoolhouse & Virtual  

Minutes  

Members Present: Luke Boushee, Steve Fiske, Ed Jalbert, Bradley Materick, Anne Miller, Sara 

Norton, Bob Popp and Annie Reed   

Minutes: December Minutes approved as presented. Note: there was no January meeting  

  

Treasurers Report:  

• Received our allotment of $300 for Operation Fund  

• Luke forwarded the Town Purchasing Policy: we don’t need preapproval for small 

purchases, but town treasurer needs SB approval prior to issuing a check.  So we need 

to submit invoices prior to last SB meeting of the year.   

• The town also has a tax exemption, and we can avoid sales tax by contacting Town 

Treasurer to get tax exemption form.   

• Luke will forward the document. Note policy was forwarded to members.                                                                   

  

Recruitment of New Members:   

• Sara will not request reappointment  

• Bradley is drafting an announcement for Front Porch Forum  

• Overarching statute calls for minimum of three and max of 9 members  

• Suggest contacting Friends of Winooski (FoW), Friends of Stranahan and making an 

announcement at Town Meeting.  

  

Town Meeting Prep:   

• Sunday, March 3 beginning at one  

• We will request time for an announcement re new members  

• Have a summary of Natural Areas Inventory report to handout • Get Natural Resource 

Inventory photos off Google Drive  

• Bradley will bring laptop with wildlife videos.   

• Bradley will send out query for more photos, preferably more recent ones w/ people 

and also requesting help with display setup.   



• Sarah requested that we speak with neighbors & friends to remind them of date 

change.   

  

Martin Bridge:  

• FoW have ordered plants for spring planting. They would like a walk thru with us prior 

to the planting, but no date provided.  

• Field visit this Sunday at 1 to MCB to assess timber value. Meet at John Fowler Rd by 

RR bed   

• FoW conducted sediment assessment. They estimate 2,406 cu m of sediment covering 

an area of 10,963 sq meters.    

• Restoration of the field is not eligible for FEMA funding but FoW willing to help us 

search for funding.   

• SB discussed engineering study to assess integrity of the bridge. The study could also 

suggest improvements to protect the bridge from future flooding.   

• Bradley will send Bob the VHCB easement so they can begin working on mgt plan.  

  

Water Quality Results:  

• Monitored Nasmith Brk at Holt Rd and RR bed. Former stretch recovered quickly with 

little sediment and Phosphorus as opposed to RR bed which had huge P peak.   

• Suggestion to post the results on town web site.   

• Will repeat sampling again this year, probably to include 9 or 10 sites in Upper 

Winooski basin.  

• Need few more volunteers; they sample every 2 weeks.  

  

Tree and Shrub Sale.  

• Nicko apparently has jumping worms in his material   

• Cabot has dropped out of the sale and Plainfld is running the sale this year and 

awaiting our decision whether to participate.   

• Consensus is to not participate due to jumping worms, Bradley will contact Rose Paul 

at Plainfld CC.  

• Question of what are our needs for future funding and do we need the sale.   

• Could leverage conservation fund with other funding from grants &/or town allocation.  

• Suggestion to sell books at Eclipse Viewing   

  

FEMC Conference: Tabled    



Land Conservation: TNC Resilient & Connected Grants  

• Bob spoke with TNC but upon viewing the map of Focal Lanscape Boundaries, it 

appears that Marshfield is just on the edge of an area extending into Calais and Cabot.   

• No word from Brett re approaching the state re conservation of the ca 84 Ac Gable 

property adjacent to Marshfield reservoir.  

 

Old Schoolhouse Common:   

• Consider some tree planning along the river   

• Need to remove burning bush in front of the building and possibly replace with Aronia.  

We would need SB approval.   

• Suggestion to prune fruit trees & crabapples on the property  

• Luke is willing to pursue grant with FPR for planting fruit & nut trees.   

• Luke, Steve and Ed will think about plantings & present at next meeting  

• Annie & Ed will think about invasives removal at OSC and set a date so we can enlist 

volunteers  

  

EAB Monitoring:   

• Annie has contacted FPR re data collection on infected trees  

• Brett & Matt have a number of locations of infected trees from their inventory work.   

  

Berline Pond Watershed Newsletter:   

• Suggestion to emulate with articles of local environmental interest, but uncertain of 

the medium, ie. whether we’d distribute a periodic newsletter or post small articles on 

front Porch Forum or some other form of outreach.   

  

Bioregional Relocalization Plan Discussion: Tabled   

• Bradley will forward to members for future discussion  

Announcements:  

• Town Govt workshop Feb 27th at 7 PM at Jaquith Lib 

• Pruning workshop at Nicko Rubin’s March 16th  
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