
Marshfield Conservation Commission

184th Meeting 3 April 2024

Old Schoolhouse & Virtual

Minutes

Members Present: Luke Boushee, Steve Fiske, Ed Jalbert, Anne Miller, Sara Norton, Bob Popp

and Annie Reed

Farewell to Sara:

● This was Sara’s final meeting. Members expressed their appreciation to Sara for
her 17 years of service on the MCC.

Minutes: March Minutes approved as presented.

Treasurers Report:

● Received $861 grant for fruit & nut tree purchase

Administrative:

● Bradley updated the website to include the following:
o Statement of Purpose of the MCC
o Brief description of Natural Res Inventory and links to Summary as well as

the full report.
o Brief description of the stream bioassessment and also the final report

New Members:

● Motion: to recommend Mary Perchlik for Sara Norton’s term. This is a four year
term expiring in 2028 vs Taber’s term that expires in 2026.

● Bob offered to contact the Select Bd in lieu of Bradley’s absence.
● There is no additional word from the other two interested applicants.
● Suggestion is to move forward with recruitment via town website and/or Front

Porch Forum.

Old Schoolhouse Common:

● Had five volunteers plus two members participate in the work day
● Used the smaller weed wrench and loppers to remove and cut invasives
● Removed some honeysuckle and Robinia hirsuta which is native to central and

SE U.S. but is considered invasive outside its natural range.



● Following the invasive removal there is now some bare grounds where would
plant some fruit & nut trees

● Suggestion to have invasive removal day once a month on last Sat of the month
from 1 to 4. Next would be Saturday, April 27th.

● SB agreed to have burning bush removed. Would ideally remove this spring but
leave fallow until drainage work is completed. After completion, then replant.

● Steve reminded folks that would need to contact Dig Safe prior to any work.
● Also want to remove two white pines that will soon begin to shade the solar

panels. Need to confirm this with SB.
● Luke and Steve met to review planting scheme. Grant covers purchase of ca

18-20 trees. Thinking of apples, pears and plums. Tentative planting 1st weekend
in May.

● Luke will send out info from planting webinar
● Relocalizing VT is considering replacing the Community Garden. We should

coordinate with them on plantings.
● Steve met with DEC floodplain and river scientist who offered the following

advice:
o OK for us to remove the debris jam and move some small boulders from

the river in order to keep the new channel open.
o Also suggested removing some turf from new channel to allow the river to

access the gravel substrate.
● Steve will pick a date and send out via email to undertake this.

Water Quality Sampling

● Will start sampling the last weekend in April; have sufficient volunteers.

Martin Covered Bridge:

● Steve & Bradley met w/ Friends of Winooski & VT Audubon. They suggest
connecting forested areas with river corridor by planting shrubs. They will get
back to us with a plan but probably not this year. FoW will conduct another field
visit prior to the planting. Planting is still planned for Friday, May 17th.

● Friends of Martin Bridge: Bradley has posted twice on FPF asking folks to join
this volunteer group. So far 18 people have responded. Bradley will let them
know of the May planting date.

● Bob reported that he found and mapped 8 discrete locations of Japanese
knotweed during the Sat invasive day. He also tried to dig up some plants. While
the newly deposited sand was easy to dig, he was still unable to extract all the
roots even after digging 1.5 to 2 ft.

● Best scenario is probably to repeatedly cut/mow and/or cover with a tarp. Plants
are easy to find now because most vegetation has been scoured.



● Bob also noted that many planted trees were pushed over by the flood, but
especially those that had wire baskets to protect from beaver.

● Members were agreeable to the outline of the management plan that Bob
submitted. Ed agreed to assist with forest management and Steve with water
quality.

● Ed needs to contact the owner of the RR bed to determine whether access for
logging is acceptable.

Natural Resource Inventory

● Discussion of whether to continue the inventory in house or contract further with
Brett and/or Matt. Decided to attempt to visit sites ourselves.

● Suggestion to start with vernal pools which were largely undocumented because
of the late start. Bob mentioned the vernal pool data base on the ANR Atlas that
included a category for potential pools. He will determine the status of this and
our ability to access it. See Below.

● Link for Natural Resource Atlas https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/anra5/
Then click on Quick Tools and then Show Map Layers
Turn on Atlas Layers and scroll down to VP Atlas-Vernal Pools. Clicking this will
highlight VPs and indicate their certainty.

Act S 146:

● This bill would cover stream and other surface water reclassification
● Steve reported that it is unlikely to move this year.
● Steve was awaiting passing this bill before reclassifying our streams, but he may

proceed without the benefits of this bill.

Other Business:

● May 15th pollinator presentation by Spencer Hardy at 6:30
● Question of whether anyone is checking on Forest Farmers Forest Legacy Easement

and whether we should schedule a trip to the property.
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