Marshfield Conservation Commission
185%™ Meeting 8 May, 2024

Old Schoolhouse & Virtual. Minutes

Members Present: Luke Boushee, Steve Fiske, Bradley Materick, Anne Miller, Mary Perchlik, Bob
Popp and Annie Reed Minutes: April Minutes approved as presented.

Treasurers Report:

e Steve purchased landscape fabric and fertilizers for $53.98 for fruit tree planting

e We received grant funds for nut tree purchase & associated equipment. We decided to
use it all for acquiring the trees and purchase fertilizer & mats thru our funds.

e |If sell booklets, can put funds in envelope for Town Clerk. Put in slot with note explaining
source.

e Uncertain whether we’ve paid dues for AVCC. Luke will followup.

e Suggestion to start meetings earlier, either 6 or 6:30.
e Counter suggestion to wait until Fall
e Agreed to begin meeting at 6:30 starting in June and return to 7 if doesn’t work out.

Membership:
e Members welcomed Mary as a new member
e Still need to recruit one add’l member.
e Bradley followed up with folks who previously expressed interest; no response from any
of them so will pursue via Front Porch Forum and other venues

0Old Schoolhouse Commons

e Invasive control. Ed, Bob & Steve pulled some large honeysuckle with Ed’s truck.

e Large weed wrench is essentially useless; needs a new spring.

e Discussed having a plan for invasive removal so have a focus rather than attacking at
random.

e Anne mentioned other groups (Marshfield Bioregional Relocalizaton, Rec Committee, SB)
considering plantings and community garden and suggested meeting among the groups
to coordinate efforts. Ann will follow up.

e Steve removed some logs and debris from the river with permission from state river
engineer. Trying to prevent the stream from jumping onto the lawn. May need to add
some gravel.

e Tree planting occurred on Green Up Day, but no volunteers showed up. Put in four large
plum trees that should fruit this year. Will need to be watered. Bobbi Buchanan, nearby
neighbor, will check on them.



Select Bd okay with removal of burning bush. Requested that we don’t replant until
drainage work is done. Still waiting permission to remove white pines from SB.
Suggestion to have the burning bush removed by folks doing the drainage work.
Steve will ask SB at next meeting re. BB and pine removal.

Marting Covered Bridge:

Bradley met with Preservation Trust of VT re. plans for possible bridge remediation. They
will ask engineer to assess the bridge status and provide recommendations for future
flood protection. They will inform Bradely of meeting date.

FOW planting will now be Thurs, the 16%™. They have an Intervale crew to do the work
but would be good to have some MCC members there.

Site visit this Friday at 9 AM. To select locations for plantings.

Want to schedule a Trash clean up along river and the RR bed and removal of young
knotweed.

Knotweed removal on Thursday, the 16t"at 9AM to coincide with tree planting
Bradley noticed that someone had been driving a tractor thru the field, apparently
attempting to level it. Suggests asking SB to restrict heavy equipment access.

Will discuss at Friday meeting during FoW site visit.

Mgt Plan has not been worked on since template was distributed.

Natural Resource Inventory:

Bob sent out link to vernal pool coverage with idea to followup on potential pools
Would need to check ownership and get permission.
Bob will draft a master sheet of VPs needing revisiting.

Natural Marshfield

Wild bee talk with Spencer Hardy Wed, May 15 at 6:30
Anne hesitant to restart the series following Covid and flood. Has been poor turnout.
Will continue to coordinate with library re. programs and/or field trips.

Calendar:

MCB assessment Friday, May 10™ at 9 AM

Bee program at OSC Wed, May 15" @ 6:30PM

Knotweed removal at MCB Thursday, May 16™ at 9AM

Friends of Winooski tree planting Thursday, May 16t at 9 AM

Bird Walk rescheduled for Saturday, May 18t at 7:30

Invasive Day at OSC is Saturday May 25% at 1-4. Likely to be rescheduled due to
Memorial Day weekend.
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